
JULY 20, 1895. 

(Interviewed by h. Wakeham and Richard Rathbw) 

Q. We rant to get personal information on 

the subject as a rhole, but we also rant to get 

some facts regarding the natural history o f  the 

fish, such a8 occur8 to any one rho has an 

opportunity o f  noticing such thinga. 

A. I t  is hardly just to the up-river 

fiehemen here to have them come up of  a Sunday 

evening from below to catoh the fish. 

Q. Over w h a t  extent o f  the river do thaw 

fiah with dr i f t  net82 

d r i f t  as far up as Sumas? 

They are permitted to 

A. Yes, tidal raters, and that is a8 far 

as Sumurs. 

Q. Do they actually d r i f t  as far up a8 

that? 

A.  I could not say. It is above Mission 

rome little dirtance where they begin. f think 

i t  i u  a8 far as t i d a l  m t e r s  re are permitted 

to drift. 

Q. Yes, but the queetion was Thether tMy 
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tuck acbantage o f  it. 

d r i f t  extensively? 
How far ap do they 

A *  Well, UP t o  Whonnock, but they CaMh 

some up a t  the Mission, as  far up as 'lei18 

Landing, just past the Mission Bridge. 

Q. Do they dr i f t  much above here? 

A *  Oh,  yes. There is a place called 

k n e y  down thi8 way, they catch a good many; 

that is when the r iver  is l i k e  it as ILOT they 

have a chance for fishing up in the upper par t  

of the river farther,  but when the r iver  fa l l s  

they do not have the cfiance of catching them 

there as the water is too shallow in plaoer 

where they do d r i f t ,  but around Douglas Island, 

up here 4 or 5 miles, they have sane good 

dri f t8  up there, although a t  the pre8ent time 

there is SMQ there in the r i v e r  which are 

very bad, but there is a boat which 8hould 

attend t o  that I believe, and keep them out.  

Q. When does the sockeye begin to run Up 

the r iver?  

A.  The first of J u l y  is the time they 

geaerally look for them, but thi8 l a s t  3 o r  4 

yearr, and las t  year we did not get mything to 

8 p e a  of until the 18th or 20th. There -8 



very fer aaught, but I think It  was owing to 

the high freshet last pear, and the f i r s t  run 

got paat before re had a chance to catoh them 

la8 t year. 

Q. Hor long do they oontinue; that is the 

sockeye? 

A .  Well, l a s t  year they broke o f f  very 

suddenly about the 25th of  August. 

0. How long do they generally; w h a t  would 

be an average? 

A.  The pear before las t  there was quite 

a number caught in the lest of'September. They 

0- in  With the COhOS. 

q. Don'tpou generally have a good deul of 

fishing In September for cohos? 

A. no, sir, not as a rule. In fact ,  a t  

that t h e ,  toward the lae t  of  AugWt, they 

begin to  get unfit for urre; that is for canning 

purposes. They turn red, and they are not of 

lnuch camnercial value then. 

Q. What I wanted to get a t  most ly  now vu8 

thir: when they begin to run you have high 

rater? 

A. POI, a i r .  

Q. Anb &w long doer that high rater 
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continue; the high r a t e r  and the muddy ra te r?  

A .  Well -- in fact ,  i t  is nov, a t  the 

present t h e ;  a8 high as I ever saw i t  here any 

ordinary season, and l a s t  year a t  this time i t  

vas lower than it is nor. 

Q. In  August what Is the s t a t e  of the 

river4 

A. I t  is not as t h i c k  with mud as it  is 

a t  the present time. I t  never clears during 

the sockeye run, but of course i t  is not t h i ck  

alrays a8 it is mv. 

Q* But a t  the same time f t  i S  t h i ck  

enough so the fish rill not see the nets, a t  

a l l  timeet 

A. O h ,  ye80 

Q. YOU never f i s h  for the sockeye W i t h  

the rater clear? 

A. HO. In fact, long before the 8ockeYe8 

uome in the river,  except ray d o m  a t  the 

srouth, but from 4 or 6 miles from here dorm, in  

fbhing for spring aalmon we can begin t o  ca tch  

them d o m  thoro pre t ty  ear ly ,  along toward the 

last of e r a &  and all the ray f r o m  that UP, 

although along the f i rs t  of  Mnrch am3 Febmrr 

it 18 pre t ty  elear then. A t  the =nth of tho 
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river they don't catch many spring salmon on that 

account; on account of the olesrness o f  the 

rater . 
Q. That is, you do not pretend t o  make 

good catches with drift net8 except where the 

water 1s more or less aruddyf 

A. That is a l l .  

Q. Can yourhere the rater is f a i r l y  clear? 

A. 'fhe fishermen think i t  1s not much use. 

Q. We vent out yesterday around from tb 

mouth of the Fraser River, around Point Roberts, 

and the discolored rater extends down as far a8 

the boundary l ine.  

A.  Yea, i t  is a long ray up at the present 

t ime .  llhe river i a  higher for  thi8 time o f  

year than i t  generally is. 

Q. 

A, Y e s ,  but the rater 1s not as thick a8 

In hguet  would they fish outside much? 

it ls now. In Pact the river has not the same 

amount o f  rater doring  out in the a a l t  rater to 

oerry it as fir out In the sa l t  rater. 

Q. HOT long haw they been f ishing outside 

the mouth o f  the riber? Someone said yeatorday 

thnt the outuide  fishing on any soale was very 



A. I think th i s  l as t  4 years they have 

been making more o f  it and going OUt8ide and 

get t ing la rger  boats, and adopting the Columbia 

River b o s t s  more t o  fish on the outside. I 

think the Japs have fished some outside, and in  

f a c t ,  go t  more i n  the r a y  o f  going out, some 

way, and the white men go t  in the habit of 

going out w i t h  them. About the o n l y  place they 

f i sh  i n  the r ive r  is a t  the mouth, that is the 

Jape. 1 have seen them go up when the salmon 

wem slack, Sunday, and d r i f t  on down toward 

the mouth of  the r iver ,  but they Work ray out- 

side,  and rill go out a d  s t a y  f o r  2 o r  3 daya, 

as  long as  they can possibly s t a y ,  u n t i l  they 

are forced t o  cane in t o  the cannery with the 

fish, and then there is  3 men i n  a boat and 

they take turns about. 

Japs can be prevented as long a8 they have got 

l icenser.  

1 don't suppo8e the 

Q. Do any chinese go into fishing? 

A. No, sir. I believe they t r ied  i t  o m  

t h e ,  and t h e i r  boat was found, but I don't know 

mt b e a m  of the men. 

frightened than atshore, or t h r e w  them out.  

m e  h e m  that from the older inhabitants here. 

The Siwauh's I think 

1 



phoy work simply i n  the canneries and don't  

go o u t .  

Q. Now, there is something like 1800 

lioenses here; where is the m o s t  o f  that fishing 

done; where do most of  the men fbhP 

A. Oh, well, there is -- a t  the mouth of 

the r i v e r  there is a good many, but from here 

down -- from &en's down is the bulk of the 

fishermen. More than 2/3 of them are  belor 

that. I deal i n  the spring salmon here and 811 

the fishermen I deal rith work 4 or 5 miles 

above thie  w i t h  the first spring salmon, but 

make their ray t o  the mouth of  the river rhen 

i t  comes sockeye time. I t  seems t o  be easier  

fishing f o r  one thing; they can d r i f t  out and 

most ly  have a breeze o f  w i n d  t o  s a i l  in, and 

the current is not so gltrong t o  work against, 

and the flies and mosquitoes are bad in the 

night8 in the river up t h i a  ray a t  the present 

t ime .  However, it is easier fishing and they 

have the ohance of get t ing bigger hauls down 

there also. 

Q. YOU were S p 8 a k i n g  about the SmgS in  

the river being very numerou8 th i s  year; those 

-0 t o  be auoomted for on account of the flood 



l a s t  yeart 

A -  yes, sir .  fn fact they ril l  be moving 

perhapa wherever you f h d  them this year, if 
they have not been taken out with the snag bcat 

they w i l l  be gone next. 

river clear,  as  they keep coming down the river. 

Q. They rill be carried down more at  

You cannot keep. the 

this 8ea8on of the year than any other4 

A *  Y08, B i P .  

e b  What are those stakes Tith the croaBea 

at the top d o m  the banks of the river -- red 

and white crosses3 

A .  I think it is f o r  numbering the m i l 0 8  

up from the mouth of the r i v e r . .  

Q. They are not put there t o  indicate the 

location of the snage are they3 

A. 110, sir. They are not from the t o m  

up. They are o n l y  down to the mouth o f  the 

river. Acrosa the river is No. 20 1 think. 

Q. mere would you get the most of YO- 

8-n from, up the river or down the river? 

Well,/ Thile the Fraser is on -- and A.  

taking the nightfi8hing a t  the mouth of the 

river before th is  run came in; they C a m e  in 

earlier than we had expected, and had not 
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started i n  f ishing w i t h  the s m a l l  mesh net i n  

time t o  s top  these f rom going up, but Then they 

get up r e  w i l l  get more from Haney and up as 

f a r  as Mission, but when the r i v e r  fa l ls  we 

cannot get them up that ray then and r e  get 

them here --. between here and Mr. men's  cannery. 

Q. That is in  August? 

A. Yes, sir. The r iver  is beginning t o  

f a l l  nor; this  l a s t  couple of  day8 i t  has gone 

down some, and i n  a very Short  time they rill 

not be catching many fm ther up the r iver .  ' 
Q. Do you know mything about the s e t t h g  

of nets outside of  the r iver?  Nor, in what 

direct ion are they supposed t o  be set?  'le saw 

them in a l l  s o r t s  of directions.  

A. Yes; that is Outside the mouth o f  the 

r iver .  I have been out there rhen they were 

fishing. was out surveying the Channel w i t h  

the police, but not t o  f i sh  out there. But 

they s e t  t he i r  net8 acro8s the ourrent, but 

they very soon string around -- the eddy rill 

catch them and spring them 8rOUI1c1, aad i t  i e  

the tmme in the r ive r  here. They start out 

s e t  t he i r  net  acr088, but i t  doe8 not get 

very fir before it  18 Up a d  do- the r iver .  
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One end may be on a sand bar and the other e a  

rill spring around much fasbgrand they have t o  

back i t  up. 

Q. It i e  not much use d r i f t i n g  w i t h  your 

net running up and down the r iver?  

A.  Eo, sir. They commence picking i t  up 

a8 soon as i t  heads off. 

Q. During the run o f  sockeye they may 

d r i f t  a t  any t h e  of day or night; do they work 

with the t ide  a t  a l l  fn the r ive r  for the 

sockeye? 

A .  Well, there is times that there is 

bet te r  chance8 of get t ing more -- a t  the elackert  

water when the t ide  is high. It backs the 

r i v e r  up more. !hat is the best time f o r  

fishing. 

Q. i 8  it? 

A. The ne t  does not pass along 80  fast, 

and it Is more ver t i ca l  and they can mesh bet ter .  

Q. It doe8 not mean that the f i s h  come 

in more? 

A. Well, I believe they w i l l  make t h e i r  

tap along be t t e r  when the slack r a t e r  is -0 they 

lay on the bar8 and euuh l i k e  u n t i l  the chances 

are again good. fn fishing for spring Balmon 
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there f a  aer tain place8 on the bars where they 

come on a t  a cer ta in  tide. men the tide is a 

cer ta in  height they stand a good chance t o  get 

quite a few. 

e. Eior is it  outeide the r iver ,  do they 

f ish a l l  day and all night? 

A. Y88, sir, I think they do when the 

salmon are running. 

Q. They generally have a day gang and 

night gang, or do the 88me gang8 f i s h  a l l  night? 

A. The canneries, they h i re  the crews; 

they have 2 men f o r  the dag and 2 f o r  the night. 

The Japs and such also have night and d a y  &sng -- 
3 in the boat. 

Q. The l icense is not f o r  the men but f o r  

the boat ? 

A.  Y90, sir. 

Q. 80 they can change t h e i r  gangs? 

A. Well, i t  has been so a11 aloqg,  but an 

individual fieherman who has his boat and net 

i a  supposed t o  f i ah  it himself, but d o m  the 

r ive r  they hire men t o  fish them and put 2 e m 8  

out  

Q. mt rill be the average cost of the 

*at are the fishermen getting for the fi6hf 
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fish on an average; that is the sockeye? 

A. f t  varieB. This year they cost more 

than they have been costing for  the last f e w  

yeare, and I dont know as the Sockeye8 ever 

brought as much as they have th i8  s m e r ,  but 

a t  the start this year they averaged about 15 

cents. 

Q. How was i t  last  year? 

A. I think they averaged somewleere about 

11 centr. They were down t o  about 11 cents. 

Q. Do you know anything about the cost of 

the f i sh  taken in the pound nets  a t  Point 

Roberts? W i l l  they cost less? 

A. Yea, sir. O f  course I dont know but 

vary l i t t l e  about the expense of rigging up 

the pound net. 

, 

Q. Of course i t  would also depend upon 

the extent of the run of fish? 

A. Yes, sir. They are able t o  s e l l  t l s m  - 
I believe 1 did understand there were some 5,000 

taken the other day, when they were brought up 

t o  the eannery across the r iver .  

told me that they did not Cost them quite 15 

eents ard if they had a 8cow load i t  would k 

not have aost them BO mch. 

Some pereon 



Q. Of course the t r anspor t a t ion  o f  Point 

Roberts f i s h  i n t o  the  r i v e r  malres t h e  cos t  a 

good dea l  -- the f i s h  would be cheaper a t  

Po in t  Roberts? 

A, Yes, sir. It prevenP8 them from coming 

around in the r i v e r  too, t o  a considerable 

ex ten t  

Q. I srzppoee you pay a high p r i c e  a t  the 

beginning, and then the p r i c e  fa l ls  as t h e  

calx h increaees? 

A .  Yes, sir; i t  is that ray sometimes and 

sometimes we may make con t rac t s  r i gh t  through 

whether it  is a good c a t c h  o r  poor one. We 

give them 80 much right through. 

Q. 1 think I heard dorn below t h e y  had 

been paying as high as 25 cents ,  and t h e y  made 

an  arrangement among tht3mselVe8 not t o  pay but 

20 f rom this out. 

A. Yea, I bel ieve  the re  is sane such 

arrangement . 
Q. ‘Ihioh do you consider  the cheapest 

firh, those oaught in your o m  boat8 or those 

you have t o  buyP 

A. Well, nor, this year, a n s i d e r i n g  it 

ought to be a good year, We Full the r i s k  Of IlOt 
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getting; pay for  our nets, but re have got t o  

have them in  order t o  get the salmon; and must 

have 8 chance of getting the men that have the i r  

own gear -- and the f ac t  that sane of those .930 

are paying 25 cents fo r  their salmon; they can 

get those men rho have t h e i r  l icense and boats, 

and leaves other8 out rho cannot afford t o  pay 

that much. Paying 25 cents f o r  80Ckey81, there 

is very l i t t l e  in it. 

Q. m a t  is the average s i z e  o f  the 

Etockeye? 

A .  I think they should be about -- take 

them as far as re have got this year, they 

would be over 6 lbs. They rill go larger,  but 

7 lbs .  I believe is nearer the average, take 

it  r igh t  through, but w h a t  they have got so far 

rill not average over  6 .  There is a small 

mn, a very unifonn size this year 80 far. 

Q. How many pound cam can you make from 

a salmon on an average? 

A. It  takes about 12 or over 12 t o  a 

oase. There is 48 lbs .  i n  a ca8e. That is 

about 4 lba .  t o  a fish; w h a t  we have put up 80 

far; 10 or 11 would generally f i l l  them. 

t o  the pmrent the  they been amall, but 
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there is a good deal of waate t o  them -- head, 

t a i l ,  fins, eta. 

Q. mere is a waste of w h a t ,  1/3 on an 

average? 

A. P r e t t y  near that. 

Q. What are your salmon here4 You have 

the spring salmon, and rhen do they run? 

A,  Oh,  they begin t o  catch them in March, 

along -- that is spring salmon. We have the 

ateelhead that we could catch a l l  the winter 

i f  we r e r e  allowed t o  f i sh  for them, but 
this  l a e t  year we rere not allowed t o  f i sh  f o r  
them. But there is no other f i s h  t o  destroy o r  

hurt a t  that time o f  year, and the steelhead is 

l e t  go scot free, and I dont think they are 

much benefit t o  the salmon. 

Q. Is the steelhead a good f i sh  f o r  

canning? 

A. Well, they do can them. They are a 

good f i sh ,  o n l y  the bones are very hard i n  them. 

%ey are  a good fish in q u a l i t y  Then they are  

i n  the i r  prime. 

Q, When do they rn in the winter? During 

what months? 

A. In bvember, and r igh t  up through tb 
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winter. Catch them i n  the spring w i t h  the 

spring salmon, and they are  very p o d  along 

unt i l  the last  of March o r  through Apri l ,  and 

then they begin t o  get not of much account. 

Q. You do not get them in  the sunmerf 

A.  No, sir, not a t  a l l .  In the winter 

time they get them, but they a re  not f i t  f o r  

u88 in the summer. 

Q. The quinnat runs f r o m  March up t o  

what time? 

A. Some atopped fishing them a reek ago. 

Some o f  the fishermen etopped'using the large 

size mesh a reek ago. 

e. men do they r u n  most ly  -- the biggest 

r u n 4  

A. June, we generally get a good run. 

Q. 

A. Oh, along the las t  of September we get 

And then your f a l l  run comes on when? 

a pre t ty  good run of spring salmon. The dog 

salmon come with them about that t h e  o f  the 

year, and they are a useless f i sh .  

Q. Do you get the spring salmon in  the 

winter, in Oatober a t  all? 

mtn Into Ootober? 

Do they continue t o  

A. l o t  mu~h. You get  a sca t te r ing  one. 
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e. But they run some during the eunmer? 

A. Yes, sir. I rather think if it were 

not for the 8OCkeYe nets they have put i n  -- of 
course they do not mesh i n  the sockeye nets ,  but 

seldom. have got them weighing 35 or 40 

l b s .  i n  the sockeye nets. We c o u l d  catch them 

a l l  through the sockeye run i f  the nets  were 

used. 

Q. You think the reason more a re  not 

caught is because they use a small  mesh and not 

a b ig  one? 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. mich are the beet fish, the eockeye 

or spring salmon, f o r  canning purposerf 

A. Well, the spring aalmon are the r i c h n  

although the sockeyes, the color on it takes 

the place before the spring ealmon; the color 

of it i e  so nice, but i t  is not near as fat a 

fish; that i s ,  the spriw salmon i e  r i che r  

than the sookeye. 

Q. I r  there  any time of year when the 

spring salmon get rhite in color? 

A. There is rhi te  spring salmon that are 

white when they eane i n  the spring early, and 

they don't ohange. 



Q. 
A. 

yes . 
Q. 
A, 

& *  

You get those a t  a l l  t imes o f  the year? 

men we are fiehing f o r  spring salmon 

Some in September? 

Yes, sir. 

18 there any use o f  putt ing up the 

white epring salmon? 

A. Well, there has never been anything 

much t o  can them. We have not found any 

markets yet, although r e  have t r ied  in  differ- 

ent plaoer. 

Q. They have been put up have they not, 

but could not be sold? 

A. well, there is not the demand f o r  them. 
They want the color. Unless they are red they 

don't 8011 good. 

Q. Have you eaten the white salmon? 

A. Yes, sir. 

e. IS there any difference in the f lavor?  

A, Well, early i n  the s p r i n g  I like white 

salmon about as well as red ones, but they get 

softer quicker 

Q.' Going on in  September, rill the white 

salmon be rofter then than the red salmon? 

A. The red salmon are not as firm then. 
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The bos t  spring ealmon come i n  the spring 0- 

then they a r e  firm. 

Q. What is the canningeeason? 

A. Well, they begin f r o m  the f i r s t ;  or 

along the 10th o f  July. 

p u t  up many before the 10th or 15th of  July. 

They start i n  E& ong from the first, but there 

1s nothing much done u n t i l  the l o t h  o r  15th, 

and then they close down the 25th of August, 

which is the l i m i t ,  although they generally 

have I t  extended f o r  a reek longer i f  the run 

They do not generally 

is good. 

Q. What dowu do w i t h  the spring salmon 

before July? 

A. We 8hip them east  t o  d i f fe ren t  point8 

Montreal, Her York, etc.  

Q. atat i~ salted or on icet  

A. On ice. 

Q. Dont any of the canneries put them q 

i n  the spring? 

A. Oh, yea, rhen they get  down t o  a price  

where they can afford to put them up- 

0. They a m  worth more fresh? 



bueIness of canning spring salmon i n  Yay and 

June, would you think? 

A .  Well, there d i d  not -- Mr. &en ra8 

about the only  one that canned spring salmon 

before t h i s  year. There was some 2 o r  3 

others, but I don' t know as any one canned 

spring salmon except Mr. &en u n t i l  t h i s  spring, 

and he put up some and 2 or 3 other cannery men 

below put up some, am3 we put up a few. 

Q. You are intereteted i n  the shipping of 

fresh salmon youruelft 

A. Yes, sir. I shipped amy 7 o r  8 car- 

loads t h i s  l a s t  Spring. 

Q. n o  do you ship t o  in Her York? 

A. I ship t o  M r .  Cheeaboro -- when it Ta8 

Woods 6: Cheeeboro. 

Q. How about the huqback ealmonf 

A. They come i n  here to .  

Q. men do they begin? 

A. They run r i t h  the sockeye. There ~ a 8  

o m  taken up here the other day. 

Q. We maw eeveral yesterday. 

A. D i d  you, indeed. 

Q. men ,. do they run most abundantly? 

A, A.\rgaaf. 
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Q. 

A. 30, sir. Well, o n  the Fraser there has 

You do not do anything r i t h  them? 

been none canned that I knor of a t  any time, 

but 1 have heard o f  them being canned. 1 h a V 8  

never known o f  any being put up on the Fraser. 

Q. 
in? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

October. 

Q 4  

A .  

And the dog salmon, when do they come 

I n  September . 
IIor l a t e  do they continue? 

Well, catch them along through into 

Andscattering ones around i n  November. 

Do you do anything w i t h  them? 

No, sir, we have never. Some have 

sal ted W h a t  they call the qualah 0- re think 

it is female salmon. 

Q. The dog salmon is an ugly looking 

salmon is i t  not? 

A. y88. 

Q. Nor, with the aohoa, when do they come 

in? 

A.  October is the run, and the las t  of 

September . 
Q. 

A. 

Q. Do they s e l l  wellt 

Do you do anything r i t h  those? 

Have salted a good many o f  them. 
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A. I have found a market f o r  all we have 

We sal ted  quite a fer 2 years ago. put up.  

I sold some to eastern Canada. 

Q. They are a cheaper fish? 

A. Yes, sir; they are not near as br ight  

color as the 8Ookeyt3, and, i n  fact, after they 

are salted they become very pale; and in cooking 

them it takes the color out too. They are not 

near a8 bright a fish. 

Q. What are salted salmon worth a barrel 

here on an average? 

A. Well, from $6.00 t o  $7.00. If there 1s 

a big run i t  rill go down a8 lor as $6.00. 

Q. How do you salt salmon -- prepare i t  -- 
the whole . F I B ~ ~  

A.  Pea, air. '  We split it  the stme as a 

mackerel, dom the baok. Dont take the back 

bone out unless it  f8  a epecial order. 

Wakeham:- That is the ray they aplit them 

on the Atlantic coast -- from the head to the 

tai l  -- I never saw a bone taken out. 

A. 'lo had 500 barrels year before las t  o f  

the soh0 Fun, axxi 200 or 300 barrels o f  the 

sockeye run. I had about 800 barrels salted 

pear before las t .  
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Q* 
salmon, 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
extent? 

A. 

The snlman you u8e are the spring 

the sockeye, the coho and the steelhead? 

Yes, sir, 

And you do not use the humpback? 

We have never done anything with them. 

You use the female dog salmon t o  some 

They have been put up, but I never 

have done anything with them. I generally t r y  

t o  put up the fish I am sure t o  be & l e  t o  sell. 

Q. You eel1 more of  the sockeye than a l l  

the res t  put together, do you not? 

A. Yes, sir. There is more eockeyee used 

than any other. 

spring a a b n ,  but when the sockeye6 come there 

a re  80 m y  t o  catch then. There a re  some 30 

odd oanneries *om here down. The Westninster 

Fishing Company and ouraelvee are the o n l y  ones 

that handle the spring salmon here. 

4. A cannery is not licensed? 

wakeham:- no. 

0. Does the aannery put i t a  aolors and the 

We had handled a good many 

number o f  i t a  l icense on the boats, o r  do they 

all have the same number? 
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A. When he gets a license from the In- 

speotor there is a number, but he cqrrmences 1, 

2, 3 and on i n  rotat ion;  that is the boats, 

Q. If you have 20 bWt8 you have 20 

numbers 

A. Yes, sir, We get one l icense out and 

use any number of  boata. They can tell by the 

numbers rho the boats belong to 

R- Then you get one l icense for 20 boats ,  

Then on your boat you put your color8 anct the 

numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and up t o  204 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. You do not put your  l icenee number on9 

A. No, sir. 

hkeham:- m e r e  the l icense is t o  the 

individual boat they put the number on. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us anything about the 

h i s t o r y  o f  th i s  canning i n  the r iver ;  when i t  

began alld how it ha8 grown Up? 

A. ‘his l a s t  4 o r  5 years I know there ha6 

been a good many new one8 gone Up, and they a r e  

increasing and the pack is considerably increased 

‘ h e  m o u n t  of w h a t  ma8 paoked some year8 ago 

and what is put up now has inoreased. 



Q. How many were in  Weetminster at one 

time? 

A. MI-. %ten *a8 here a t  one time packing 

and one was burned down up a t  Sapperton; that 

was the o n l y  ones I know of; and then there was 

one on the other s i d e  o f  the r i v e r  a t  Browns- 

v i l l e .  

Q. But more salmon were taken from the 

lower pa r t  o f  the r iver ,  and i t  is more econani- 

c a l  f o r  the canneries probably. 

A. Ye8 ,  they rould  c o r r a l  the fish Then 

they came i n  and have the first chance a t  them. 

e. m e r e  are the most canneries, a t  

Steveston I suppoee? 

A. Yee, there a re  more fish put up a t  

Steveston this l a s t  fer years. Over a t  Ladners 

Landing and Canoe P a s s  they used t o  put  up the 

most. The North Arm, they get sune pre t ty  good 

aatahee. There is no chance for salmon to  get 

up t h r o w  the number of  boats that Is down 

below there, except Saturday and Sunday, when 

the river fal ls  a l i t t l e .  A t  the present time 

they have a better chance t o  get past, when the 

r ive r  is high, and the first appeared on the 

sand bars befora there r e r e  any boats a t  the 
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mouth of the r iver .  

Q. would you say there has been any de- 

creta88 of  salmon up t o  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I thirJr not. Two years ago -- i n  

f a c t ’ l a s t  year, there was a time for a few day8 

-- they did not last very long -- but I remember 

one night seeing boats out and get 400 o r  500 

a t  a d r i f t ,  and that would be pre t ty  good 

fishing, and 1 think they a re  just  about as 

numerous as they ever were in  the r ive r ;  that 

is a t  times. O f  oourse there are o f f  yeare. 

This year is suppoaed t o  be an off year, and 

next year. 

Q. Your sockeyes come most abundant 

every 4 years? 

A. Yes, 6ir. 

Q. You have observed that t o  be a fact? 

A. Yes, sir. Elox, next year we expeot a 

very poor run. 

. Q. Do you make any difference in f i t t i n g  

out? 

a. t e  dont order as many ~811s on the off 

p a r a ,  and dont expeet t o  f i l l  as Illany. 

Q. 
A. So, there isnot. There ie men r h o  

Are au mrrry l i ~ e n s e s  taken outY 



come here rhen they expect a good year that  rill 

not come rhen they expect a s l ack  year ;  although 

from the appearance o f  the salmon th is  year, i t  

looks t o  me a8 though there may be a pre t ty  

good run. They are all o f  a size and nice 

looking fierh, a8 though the run m i g h t  be pre t ty  

good 

Q. It is not a fac t  that up t o  this time 

the catch it3 ahead of that made l a s t  year? 

A. Oh,  yes. There is almost a thousad 

to every hundred that was caught l as t  year a t  

th i s  time. L a s t  year the f i s h  were k e p t  back 

by the flood, o r  the run w e  a m  get t ing nor got 

p a s t  before we were able t o  f i s h  f o r  them. 

Q. Did the flood do any damage here? 

A. Well, nothing t o  speak of. It oame r;q, 

on the .hart' some. The place where we are it 

m e  j u s t  up t o  the f loo r ,  but some of the 

rharves along down below there on Front Street ,  

it was up 10 o r  12 inches in some places. 

Q. 1s that the higheet flood you know of 

here? 

A. Y h ,  sir. The first te -have heard 

woken of was in 1882, but that was not a@ high 

ab the one in 1894. 
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Q. 
A. Well, I dont know. There has been a 

What about the of= question? 

gopd deal of oontroveroy over it ,  in the TRY 

they have taken i t  out In the salt  rater.  

Q- But those canneries up here do not 

take i t  r igh t  out t o  m a ?  

A. Yea, but I think, fortunately, however, 

they are getting an oil factory down the river 

to  get away w i t h  it. But I believe +hat goes 

in the r i v e r  -- I dont think it  injure8 the 

salmon or prevents then from coming up a8 muah 

as it  T i l l  if it 18 taken out off the mouth o f  

the river and dumped there. If i t  was taken 

out; and fish o f f a l  about the banks o r  places 

where fish have been in  the habit o f  being 

taken; they will leave it; and That .goes in the 

r ive r  fresh, there isthese small scavenger 

f h h ,  1 beAieve, they e a t  i t  about all, and 

when i t  is taken away the88 l i t t l e  f i s h  rill 

make their way farther np river and perhaps 

destroy more than w h a t  the offal rill, in the 

ahape o f  destroying aalmon. 

Q. Around P o h t  Roberts we 8 a w  a good 

many dead aalmon? 

A. hehed aehore f r o m  the traps? 
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e. So; they muat have been f i s h  that 

Wer8 kept too long and thrown overboard. 

A.  Surely they must have been. Were they 

sockeye salmon? 

Q. I preuume ao. 

A. I dont 888 how a t  th i8  time o f  the 

year they should l e t  them go, unless i t  w a s  

that  they died in the traps i n  stme way. 

q. mt t a  your Idea of the fishing a t  

Point Roberts? 

A. Well, of course I believe that  those 

salmon that are taken there are  making t he i r  

r a y  f o r  the r iver ,  and i t  rill break up the 

schools and keep them outside longer than they 

would -- those that would not get i n  the trap8, 

it  breaks them up, I believe, and i t  rill prct  

vent the r ive r  fishing a f t e r  a time -- that r a y  

of fishing Outside and the c lear  r a t e r  together. 

Q. You do not see the effect8 o f  i t  yet? 

A. No, emzept aa I aay, the only chance 

we have of get t ing them is when they come up 

before the fishing I s  started a t  the mouth8 and 

the traps are fixed up there, and Saturdays and 

SPndays. ve look for a be t te r  run the first of 

the reek. 
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Q. DO YOU think that i n  that cloae reek 

tinle of Saturday and Sunday that the f i s h  have 

time emugh t o  run from the mouth of the r ive r  

beyond the fi8hfng l i m i t ?  

A. No, I dont. They have not, from 

Saturday morning t o  Sunday ~ r r f ~ g ~  evening. 

Q. Supposing the eockeye e t r i k s  i n  a t  the 

mouth o f  the r iver ,  how long doe8 i t  take them 

t o  get up here? 

A. well, if r e  hear of any kind of a 

catch being made a t  the mouth of the r iver ,  

inside the clear r a t e r ,  we look fo r  them -- i f  

they are  eaught one morning re look for them 

that night here. 

t 

Q. They reported an unusual run o f  salmon 

there l a e t  night. 

A. Well, if there was a chance of f i s h b g  

here to-night f think we 8hould get a pre t ty  

good oatoh, but those rill get pre t ty  well clear  

of any netr by Sunday night. 

fish stay i n  the river Very long. 

get h ~ i d e ,  they keep On going UP. 

I don't think the . 

Once they 

e. YOU think, if they play around a t  a l l T  

it i6 i n  the 8alt r a t e r  outside the mouth? 
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A *  yes, sir, They may be on the banka, 

and cer tainly they must r e s t  there a while, but 

a8 a general thing I think they make the i r  way 

along up, the sockeye especially. The spring 

salmon I dont think are in  as much o f  a rush 

a8 the sockeye8 are. 1 think they play about 

out6 ids longer, 

Q. Do you think the d r i f t  nets a re  bet ter  

for the f i s h  i n  the r i v e r  than pound nets 

would be T 

A. Well, there is bet te r  chance I think 

f o r  the f i s h  t o  get up w i t h  the d r i f t  nets, 

Q. m e r e  do the fish go up mos t ly ,  i n  

the middle o r  along the sides? 

A. It is said, the ray the r iver  i s  nor, 

along the Bides,  o r  the s h a l l o r  places where 

the slackest water would be they would make t he i r  

ray along, but when the r ive r  falls then they 

can f i e h  in the channel for them, but the ray 

it is now t h e y  are more along the r ive r  bank 

and the plaoe8 where there would be eddies in 

the r iver ,  

Q, Well, they B e t  their  nets a l l  across 

the r ive r  i n  mid-ahannel dont they? 

A. Yes, sir, but there is bars and Places 
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rhera they d r i f t  over that they expect t o  get 

mom i n  those place8 than in  the channel, a t  

the present time. When the r ive r  falls and is 

not so rapid as i t  is nor they do be t te r  then 

i n  the channel. 

e. HOT many f ee t  rill the r ive r  fall here 

before the f ishing is over, under Ordinary con- 

d i t  ions? 

A. It rill fall 4 o r  5 fee t .  

Q. They suggested cer ta in  regulations f o r  

the pound nets  at  Point Roberts; that is t o  

have p a s s a p  rays between the successive nets 

o f  600 yards. Does it aeem t o  you that would 

be of  any use? 

A.  The passage ray for them t o  pass? 

Q. Yes; if you have 2 pounds in  a string, 

or 3 -- they have one s t r i n g  of 3 pounds nets -- 
when you get to  the p o t  heve a gap of 600 yard8 

before you begin the next leader, and 80 on. 

That i u  the r a p l a t i o n  suggested by some people 

interested In the fishery there. But would that 

help it particularly? The7 would probably 

inareaee the number o f  pound nets? 

A. It would have a tendency to l e t  them 

get past  perhaps. 



-33- 

Q. They say they cannot use any other 

method there f o r  fishing t o  catch me fish 

extensively. Another thing, the catch of 

fish there is only  encough t o  supply 2 canner- 

ies a t  present. 

A. Y e s ,  but see the number they bring 

around t o  the r ive r  i n  scows. 

e. Well, there a re  8 o r  9 pound nets which 

are  fished f o r  the canneries a t  Point Roberts 

and Semiaknnoo, and there are o n l y  about 2 o r  3 

pound nets that send f i sh  t o  the Fraser; Good- 

f8llOW18 2, 8nd there may be another one. 

Wright is Selling his t o  the Alaska people  th i s  

year. So, according t o  all accounts, they am 

not catching nearly a8 many f h h  there a8 they 

are  over here. 

A. There are times they get them there. 

When there is a run striking i n  they get a great 

catch. I understood they got between 5,000 and 

6,000 in the t r aps  the other  day. Ilr. Dryadale 

the firlrt reek I believe packed 8,000 cases. 

Do you get a be t t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  fish Q. 

when you get them in small quant i t ies  from the 

boats taken i n  the net8 than when you get them 

in large quant i t ies  taken in bulk? 
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A. Yea, a i r .  

Q. Are they firmer? 

A. Yes, sir. ‘phe under ones get more or 

less  s o f t  by taking a large 8cow load than That 

is fished and taken r igh t  out of the boat. 

Q. You have had no experience in the 

h~adTater8 o f  t h i s  r iver?  

A. no, sir. 4 year8 ago the r i v e r  ras 

not very  high and the salmon that got up, I 

believe that they would deposit the spam i n  

the r a t e r  where it would a l l  cane t o  maturity, 

and perhaps we would have a bet te r  run t h i s  

year 

Q. You think there is more spam l o s t  

when the r iver  is high and the f i s h  go far up 

the courae and the rater falls and leaves then 

stranded? 

A *  Yea, sir. 

Q. Do you know o f  the capture o f  any spent 

eockepe in  the r iver?  

A. Yee, sir; I have seen them coming dom, 

but i t  is a rare t h e  you will 888 them coming 

d o n .  There is not mch opportunity t o  see them 

the r ive r  is eo thick. 

e. And no fishing going on. 
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A. 1 dont knor -- it  seems t o  me they 

get down. 

Q. Some bel ieve  they a l l  d ie  up there .  

A. I dont think they a l l  die, a l though i t  

is the belief of a g r e a t  many that they dont 

come down, but I know salmon i n  o the r  r i v e r s  

that make their  ray back to the  s a l t  water 

again; that is on the A t l a n t i c  coas t .  

e. But the condi t ions t h e r e  are e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t .  

A. Yea, sir. 

1. mat is the  l a r g e s t  sockeye you ever 

ear? 

A. I think I have had them reighing 14 

lbs .  That is a ram time you w i l l  ge t  them 

l i k e  that. 

Q. Have you ever been oanning before t h i s  

year a t  a l l ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Do you be l i eve  a p r o f i t a b l e  industry 

might be carried on here w i t h  the s teelhead? 

A. Well, re c o u l d  have them for l o c a l  w e ,  

and ship  them fresh. of C O U r 8 8  X8 have mch 

e u o e  of shipping them t o  New York or Montreal. 

get them on the o t h e r  s i d e  o f  the l ine  and 
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they sh ip  them i n  quantit ies from there, and we 

cannot ship them from hete t o  make anything out 

of  them. We have not been allowed t o  catch 

them t h i s  l a e t  winter. 

Q. you think they do not spawn the same 

aer the other f i s h  a t  a114 

A.  no, sir. They are prime in  the 

winter, and they make their  way up i n  A p r i l  and 

along the l a s t  of March. 

Q. What would be the i r  average weight? 

A. Oh, about 12 l b s .  P r o b a l y  not over 

10 lbs. I gueus. 

Q. How l a rge  do they grow? 

A. A steelhead that rill weigh 20 l b s .  

is a very large one. "hey have not a large 

body; not l i k e  the spring salmon, but they are 

a very s t rong  fish and very  heavy right down 

to the t a i l .  

Q. How is t he i r  f lesh? 

A. It is pre t ty  red and firm. They are 

a very pret ty ,  nioe fish, a d  firm as can be 

in the winter. 

Q. Do they look l i k e  our eastern salmon 

a t  a 1 1 4  

A. They a r e  not altogether the shape of 
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eastern salmon. You have never seen a steel- 

head? 

Wakeham:- No, sir; I dont think I ever 

6 a W  a steelhead. 

A. I dont know a8 we have had one since 

you have been here. 

steelhead down a t  the place. 

We have a picture  of a 

Q. Steelhead are  very cunmon i n  the 

Columbfa River basin. 

A. Yea, sir, and they sh ip  a good many 

from there t o  the eastern s t a t e s ,  !hey were 

allowed t o  catch them i n  Sumas Lake l a s t  winter, 

and there were quite a number caught up there, 
and we could have caught them r i g h t  here. 

Q. How was i t  they allowed them t o  be 
caught in the lake anc! would not allow them to 

be caught i n  the river passing up? 

A.  I dont know. 

Hor were they caught on the lalre 4 

A,  W i t h  d r i f t  nets I presume. No, it 

must have been set nets, 1 guess. 

Q. 

A. Yea, sir. There w a s  j ua t  a few nights 

Does the lake freeze over in winter? 

i t  was f’roren over last  winter, but some winters 

It does, but a8 a general thing we dont have any 
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s e v e ~ e  winter8 here. 1 dont know i f  the same 

law w i l l  be  in force  this year. 

Wakeham:- I do not know I a m  sure .  

A. If they were t o  m o r t  some from the 

o t h e r  aide i t  would be o n l y  fair p lay  I supp088, 

as ve have been sending a good many over from 

this s ide ,  but i t  would be rather hard t o  buy 

them when we have them here a t  the door. We 

a r e  very glad t o  hear sometimes ea r ly  i n  the 

s p r i n g  that there is a c loee  season on the o the r  

side of  the l ine ,  as w e  expect then to  b4 able 

to  aend some t o  New York and get  sanething f r o m  

it. 

Q. When is the c l o s e  sea8en i n  Washington? 

A. I thirk it is through March t o  the 10th 

of  A p r i l  Pr s p r i n g  salmon. 

Q. Is that the only c lose  seaaon t h e y  have? 

A. I dont know. 

Q. I thought they had a fa l l  c lose  season? 

A. Well, I suppose t h e y  have. 

Q. Your f a l l  c lose  season beglns when? 

A. The 25th o f  August; w e  have t o  lay out 

until the 15th of  September. 

Q. 

A. Then they fi8h along t i l l  along the 

Then when do you have to s top  again? 
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first o f  November. There Is nothing much then; 

t h e  coho run is about over and dog salmon is 

general ly  i n  p r e t t y  p l e n t i f u l  then, and the 

fishermen do not care  t o  f i s h  very mch. After 

the coho run is over and i t  canes on bad weather 

they dont genera l ly  fish much a f te r  that, but 

used t o  go out  and d r i f t  f o r  s tee lheads ;  o n l y  

t h i s  l a s t  year or two wellnave not been allowed 

to  do that through the  winter when there  vas 

a chance of  d i spos ing  of any. 

Q. Is there going t o  be an a l t e r a t i o n  i n  

the  s turgeon law this winter ,  Doctor? 

Wakeham:- I dont know. Prof .  Pr ince  vi11 

be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you more o f  that when he comes 

back. I do not  think there  rill be p e m i s s b n  
gra-d t o  f i a h  f o r  s turgeon w i t h  naked hooks. 

Q. How plentif'ul a r e  t h e  sturgeon i n  t h i a  

river? 

A. There are times, I bel ieve,  when the 

r i v e r  1s nea r ly  alive with them. 

Q. When is that? 

A. Along i n  Febmary; l as t  win ter  there  

were a good many taken -- OF they were i n  the 
r iver  t o  be taken, but t h e r e  were not a great 

many taken on amount  of no t  having a chance of . 
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fishing f o r  them. 

Q. Do they run l a t e r  than February? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. How la te?  

A. Well, along the  f i r s t  o f  March -- I 

suppose you could ca tch  them a l l  through March, 

and i n  fact they ca tch  t h e m  w i t h  the ne t s  i n  

May and the l a s t  of  A p r i l .  When the eulichon 

come8 in the sturgeon seem t o  be following them. 

They a r e  a smll  fish, something l i k e  our east- 

ern emelt, and the s turgeon follow them in. 

e. Eo you think they feed on that  kind 
of fish? 

A. Yes, r e  get them i n  the ne t s  sometimes 

when they a r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  loaded dorn r i t h  twm. 
e. What are you allowed t o  f i s h  f o r  

sturgeon nor? 

A. Baited hooks, 5 t o  a l i n e .  mey are 

allowed t o  use g i l l  net8 a leo .  

Q. What mesh would they use in the  

aturgeon ne t?  

A. 12 inahetr I bel ieve  is the ernalleet. 

Q. 
A. no, they set  the n e t s  f o r  sturgeon. 

Q. Have they never tr ied drifting f o r  

Do they d r i f t  here f o r  them? 



sturgeon? 

A. Not with the sturgeon net. Where they 

d r i f t  f o r  sturgeon they f i s h  2 boats t o  keep 

the net taut.  They get sanetimes quite a fer 

eturgeon in  the salmon nets -- they get tangled 

i n  it- There are  t h e 8  that the sturgeon are 

on the move making t h e i r  vay t o  the lakes. 

Q. How f a r  up do they go? 

A. Well, Sumas Lake and Harrison Lake 

they catch them, and I dare say they gp far ther  

than that. In those place8 I think i t  is about 

a8 f a r  as the fishermen have t r ied  f o r  them. 

Q. Do you make m y  use of  the caviar here? 

A. We put i t  up i n  a ray, but do not pm- 
pare it for the table use, but we save it .  

Q. Do you do that yourselves? 
A. Yes, sir, 

Q. A t  w h a t  time of the year would you get 

the most and the best  caviar? 

A, In March I think there is more caviar, 

but I have seen them taken i n  m i d s m e r  i n  the 

rrockeye run t ime  w i t h  caviar i n  t h e m .  

Q. Would It be No. 1 o r  lo. 2 caviar? 

A, It would be very bright, good oaviar. 

we a n t  recognize but one kind here. They 
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generally sh ip  to  New York. 

e. Farther eas t  they have 2 kinds of 

caviar; the spring and f a l l  caviar is l a rger  

than the sunmer, and the la rger  they c a l l  No. 1 

and the smaller No. 2. 

A. f have got i t  when they caught sturgeon 

i n  the salmon nets here ju s t  as bright  and large 

as w h a t  they got  In March. In fact ,  they get 

them in h r c h  more that the caviar  9- you camot 

do anything w i t h  i t  because it is not large 

enough. 

Q. You get a la rger  proportion in March 

than i n  the aumner? 
A. Yes, sir. In March and A p r i l .  In 

A p r i l  i t  is beginning t o  get more mature. 
Q. You do not know j u s t  when they spawn? 

A. Bell ,  I think i t  is pre t ty  hard t o  t e l l  

just when they spam. The f ac t  that they have 

caught them i n  Midwinter and again in the 

sumner, but I think, however, that the l a s t  of 

February arid Yarch, there is more of them with 

large spawn than any other time. They seem t o  

go t o  the bottom, in  the deepest holes i n  the 

r iver  you can find Is the place t o  find S t U -  

&eon then. n e t h e r  they go there t o  spam or 
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not, I a n t  know. 

Q. 
market? 

How do you prepare the caviar f o r  

A. Just simply salt  i t  and sieve i t .  

If there is any chance o f  giving the salmon a 

better chance of  paseing up the r iver  re would 

like it. That is a t  the mouth of  the river, 

for a f t e r  they get in  the r ive r  they rill get 

up a l l  r ight 1 think. A t  the mouth of  the 

r ive r  f believe they can prevent them from 

entering u n t i l  they are ready t o  spawn, but 

when the salmon are  ready to  spawn they rill 

make an effort, when they are about ready t o  

get in. 

Q. If they rill give a c lear  run t o  the 

salmonw the r ive r  you r i l l b e  ready f o r  t h e m  

here? 

A.  Well, that is one way t o  look a t  it, 

but when they once get in  the r ive r  there i a  a 

chance for them t o  get  up; we carnot catch them 

a l l ,  for the very fact that from here down t o  

the mouth of the r iver  -- they rill not catch 

them all. 
Q. k a t  s t i l l ,  an enormous quantity of 

8a-n must g e t  by a f t e r  all, because hear 
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of  salmon being found up the r i v e r  i n  enormou8 

quant i t  i e s  . 
A. Oh, yea, they do, I bel ieve;  but on08 

they get  i n  t he  r i v e r  they are more a p t  t o  ge t  

UP 
Q. Your men, I suppo~e,  rill be on hand 

a t  6 o'clock to-morrow night?  

A. Y e 8 ,  a i r .  

e. mat are the  moat o f  your men that 

f i s h  above here, fndianef 

A. There are  a good many Indisns, but 

we have white men and half-breeds.  A good 
many Indians go born below. Some go rag up 
north a t  d i f f e r e n t  places .  

r i v e r s  Y 

Q. Have you ever been on the  northern 

A. Bo, a i r ,  I have not.  
Q. To w h a t  ex ten t  is canning done up 

north, ie there  a considerable  pack made up 

there? 
A. Well, some years there  is. This year 

I dont think there  has been a very big pack 

Put  UP* 
8 .  Would the canneries  up there  employ 

men from here? 

A. Ho, a i r ;  they are from Vic to r i a  

ch ie f ly .  
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Q. Is there any cannery around Victoria? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. h t  Q they do with the salmon they 

catch in Becher Bay? 

A. Well, i t  is most ly  rhat the Indians 

catch. There is no regular big fishery there. 

\ 


